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Sugar Maple Health

The general condition of maple stands was monitored as part of the �������������������������, with over 
1300 overstory (canopy) sugar maple trees evaluated for a variety of indicators of health.  The percent of healthy 
sugar maple trees remained constant in 2003, with 94% of overstory trees rated as healthy. Foliage transparency 
has remained elevated above 15% since 2000 (	������), attributable to several factors. Bruce spanworm and a 
combination of other defoliating insects have been active over the past several years. In 2003, 42% of NAMP 
sites had trees with moderate to heavy defoliation, affecting an average of 13% of trees across all plots (	�����
�). Some locations have experienced multiple years of defoliation, which may result in long-term health 
problems.  Many locations are also impacted by drought stress, which has affected different parts of the state 
since 2000.  
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	�����# �Trend in beech condition on North American Maple Project Plots in Vermont, 1989-2003.
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